	Lesson
	Understanding Others

	Grade: 
	 Grade 4

	Subject: 
	 Other awareness


	Topic: 
	To encourage students to be aware of others, their differences and similarities. Lesson should be used when students are somewhat familiar with their classmates.

	Objectives:
	 Students will:

· Think about attributes and interests of classmates
· Understand we have similarities with others
· Learn to work cooperatively with others in a group

	Materials:
	· Handout, “Understanding Others;” write a number on the back of each before bringing to class.
· Pencil, one per group

	Introduction:
	Today’s activity is going to look at how well you know each other.

	Directions:
	1. Give each student a sheet. 
2. Ask students to write an answer to each question. Caution them be “stealthy” –they don’t want anyone to know what they are writing. 

3. Have students fold it in half, remember the number on the back (and don’t tell anyone), and hand it to you when finished.

	Activity:
	Divide class into groups of 3 or 4. Ask each group to choose a leader and a recorder (reader and writer). Give directions:  “Each group will receive a group of handouts. One at a time, the leader will read the responses on the sheet and the group will try to decide which classmate this is. When you think you know, have the recorder write that person’s name on the back of the sheet, then give it to me. When you finish one, go on to the next.”  Caution students to pretend it’s not them if the group gets their sheet. Continue rotating sheets to other groups while there’s time, and encourage groups to read an already read sheet and see if they agree. If they don’t agree, have them write down their answer.   

	Discussion
	When there is 5 minutes of class remaining, call class back to their seats for the “unveiling.”  Say, “Let’s see how well you know your classmates.”  Read the names written and say, “Are you number ___?”  Go through until all have been read. If two different names on the back, use that to example to talk about similarities in people. 

	Wrap up
	Ask why the class sometimes got it wrong. Lead the discussion toward identifying things in common even with people you wouldn’t expect. Expand the discussion to other times when people share similarities.  
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